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Consultations Available for Foreign Residents

Please contact the Support Center for Foreign Residents (run
by the Iwate International Association) to consult about any
concerns in your daily or work life. The staff at the center will
be able to listen to your concerns (in either Japanese or
other languages). You will need to book an appointment in
advance, so please contact
the Iwate International Association  [El;i:i[E]

or check their official website. i
= TEL : 019-654-8900

Consultation with the lwate Bar Association

Legal advice is available on residence status, marriage,
divorce, inheritance, money problems, accidents, etc.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Jul 15 (Wed) & Sep 16 (Wed) 3pm-6pm
= Venue : International Exchange Center (KIOXIA aiina 5F)

- Frea [ Email v_
= A reservation required one week in advance. [E;j:45

(Phone / Email) i
= TEL : 019-654-8900
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Consultation with an Administrative Legal Specialist

Consultations on status of residence and its procedures are
available.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Every 2nd & 4th Friday 1pm-4pm

= Venue : International Exchange Center (KIOXIA aiina 5F)
= Free
= Reservations required (Phone / Email) T
= TEL : 019-654-8900

Supporting Members Recruitment

The Iwate International Association is currently recruiting
supporting members to help support our activities. By
becoming a supporting member, you'll enjoy benefits such
as gifts at events hosted by our association and various
services at partner restaurants and other businesses.

We sincerely look forward to welcoming you
to our Association.
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Tell Me! Iwate And You

In this installment, three international employees of the Iwate International Association are featured.

—What kind of work do you usually do?
Abbey T plan events and work as a translator and interpreter.

Linh&Chen We work as translators and interpreters and provide

support services for foreign residents.
—When do you find your work most rewarding?

Chen My work mainly involves helping Chinese residents learn
Japanese and collaborating with experts to assist with visa applica-
tions. I find it rewarding when people express their gratitude or when
I’m able to offer advice that helps resolve their issues.

Linh T feel glad T chose this job when I get to meet so many people
and experience other cultures. Through my work, I’ve participated in

various events and made wonderful memories.

Abbey I’'m also happy to meet so many people. I used to work as an
ALT in Morioka, and I was sad that most of my friends from that
time had returned to their home countries. But now that I’'m working
here, I'm happy to interact with my colleagues and clients. I also feel
like I'm growing little by little as I learn how to navigate the office
environment in Japan, understand the rules, and use Japanese in
business settings.

—Could you share a memorable experience from your work?

Linh T have very fond memories of the International Exchange
Festival hosted by the Ichinoseki City International Exchange Associ-
ation, which I attended with Chen and Abbey. It was so much fun
interacting with everyone while enjoying homemade dishes from
various countries prepared by our international guests.

Abbey For me, it has to be the One World Festa. The preparations

were tough, but I was moved to see so many visitors come on the day

of the event.

Chen It’s the association’s annual international exchange event. The
interaction between people—transcending the barriers between
foreigners and Japanese—is a precious opportunity to comfort the
hearts of foreign residents who sometimes feel homesick. I hope that
through this annual event, everyone can feel happy.

—Is there anything you look forward to in your daily life?

Linh Lately, I've been really into taking photos and videos. Recently, I
filmed a 30-second video of a train at a railroad crossing, added some

music, gave it a romantic touch, and posted it on social media (laughs).

Abbey T like lounging around at home with my cats and watching
videos. I also enjoy taking walks while listening to music on days
when it’s not too hot.

Chen It’s a bad habit, but I tend to stay up late looking at my phone
at night, so I started working out to break that habit (laughs). Working
out helps me forget about my phone for a little while.

—Please share a message for our readers.

Linh Please be sure to join the events organized by the Iwate Interna-

tional Association! Let’s make some great memories together!

Abbey T feel that Iwate has become a much easier place to live
compared to the past, and I believe it will continue to improve. Let’s
work together to build a great community!

Chen When I look at Iwate’s beautiful scenery, it feels like my soul is
being cleansed, and I feel a sense of peace. Foreigners who have just
arrived in Iwate may find daily life challenging at first, but don’t

worry—ryou’ll be just fine! Please enjoy your life here!
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Coordinators for International Relations (CIRs) and staff members of the Iwate International Association share their
personal experiences to shed light on the circumstances in various countries regarding a specific topic.
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Robots Are Making a Big Impact in the Hotel
Industry, Too!

In big cities, when you order room service at a hotel, it's
almost always handled by a robot. It seems there are
some similar services in Japan as well, but | think
they've been commonplace in China for quite some time.
When the robot arrives at your room, the phone rings,
s0 you open the door and pick up your order. Once, | ran
into a room-service robot in the elevator, which was

kind of funny.
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No Need to Get Out of the Car...

| think the U.S. has a much more extensive network of
drive-thru and drive-in services compared to Japan. You
can withdraw money from a bank, pick up medication at
a pharmacy, and even get vaccinated—all without
getting out of your car! There are even fast-food chains
that are exclusively drive-thru and drive-in, with no
dining areas inside the restaurant. You can take your
food to go, or park in a designated spot and eat inside

your car.
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